
On	
   8th	
   April	
   2005,	
   Air	
   Chief	
   Marshal	
   Sir	
   Brian	
   Burridge,	
   then	
   C-­‐in-­‐C	
   RAF	
   Strike	
  
Command,	
  gave	
  a	
  speech	
  at	
  RAF	
  Cranwell’s	
  Warrant	
  Officers’	
  and	
  Sergeants’	
  Mess.	
  
The	
  event	
  was	
  to	
  commemorate	
  the	
  cessation	
  of	
  Air	
  Engineer	
  training	
  in	
  the	
  RAF.	
  
	
  
One	
  of	
  those	
  present,	
  Alec	
  Aspden,	
  was	
  so	
  impressed	
  by	
  the	
  speech,	
  he	
  asked	
  for	
  a	
  
copy	
  of	
  it	
  to	
  keep.	
  	
  It	
  has	
  been	
  our	
  pleasure	
  to	
  faithfully	
  reproduce	
  that	
  copy	
  here.	
  	
  
We	
   have	
   contacted	
   Sir	
   Brian	
   and	
   he	
   is	
   delighted	
   to	
   endorse	
   our	
   actions,	
  
remembering	
  the	
  evening	
  and	
  Air	
  Engineer	
  flying	
  fondly.	
  
	
  
It’s	
  interesting,	
  he	
  quotes	
  the	
  date	
  he	
  was	
  cleared	
  to	
  train	
  Air	
  Engineer	
  students	
  on	
  
the	
  Varsity,	
  as	
  many	
  of	
  our	
  current	
  members	
  were	
  on	
  the	
  course	
  at	
  Topcliffe	
  at	
  the	
  
time.	
   	
   Indeed,	
   he	
   was	
   my	
   pilot,	
   as	
   a	
   Flt	
   Lt,	
   on	
   my	
   final	
   flight	
   from	
   Finningley	
   to	
  
Gibraltar	
  and	
  return	
  in	
  June	
  1974.	
  
	
  
A	
  final	
  thank	
  you	
  to	
  Alec,	
  but	
  for	
  his	
  forethought,	
  we	
  may	
  have	
  lost	
  this	
  remarkable	
  
document.	
  	
  It’s	
  good	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  effect	
  we,	
  as	
  a	
  branch,	
  had	
  on	
  our	
  flying	
  peers.	
  	
  In	
  my	
  
civil	
  aviation	
  career,	
   it	
  was	
  my	
  experience,	
  the	
  skippers	
  were	
  always	
  very	
  happy	
  to	
  
have	
   a	
   good	
   flight	
   engineer	
   on	
   board	
  with	
   them	
   for	
   the	
  myriad	
   of	
   reasons	
  we	
   all	
  
know	
  well	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  
	
  
Brian	
  May	
  
Historian	
  
13	
  November	
  2014	
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